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The invention described herein, if patented, may be
manufactured and used by or for the Government for
governmental purposes, without the payment to us of
any royality thereon.

The invention relates to havelocks for head coverings
such as hats, caps or the like. Havelocks depend from
the head covering to protect the head, neck and shoulders

of the wearer from the weather, such as the sun and rain’

and/or from thermal radiations from nuclear explosions,
as protection against vesicant gases or the like.
Such devices are well known, particularly in tropical

countries and generally comprise a separate curtain of up-.
Fight semi-cylindrical shape which is detachably secured

to the lower edge of the rear and sides of the cap so as to
dépend therefrom and enclose the rear and sides of the
‘wearer’s head, neck and shoulders but being open at the
#ront so 2s ta not impede his vision. When not needed,
sitch’ predecessor devices are detached from the cap,
folded and stored either in a pocket or in the crown of
‘the head' covering. Obviously, considerable time- is

needed to unfold, arrange and attach such prédecessor.

device to the head covering when needed. Also, such an
arrangement is unsatisfactory in that the havelock is
gasily lost whereby it is not available when needed.
* With the foregoing in view, it is an object of the in-
vention to provide an improved havelock and/or an im-
proved combination of head covering and havelock,

A further object is to provide an improved havelock

which is permanently attached to a head coveting and so-

_constructed and arranged that it provides a pocket for
storing itsclf when it is not needed.

Other objects and advantages reside in the particular
structure and design of the havelock, the structure and
design of the several elements of the same, combinations
and sub-combinations of such elements with themselves
~and/or-with-a head covering, all.of which will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art upon reference to the
‘attéched alrawmg in connection with the following- speci-
fication wherein the invention is shown, described and
clalmed

In the drawmg

Figure 1 is a perspective view taken from above and.

showmg a head covering havmg a havelock according to
“the invehtion applied thereto; the havelbck being shown
in the folded or stored pcsmon,

Figure 2 is a perspectwe view taken from below and
showing the havelock in the extended or operative posi-
tion;

Figure 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary, vertical sectional
view taken substantially on the plane of the line 3—3 of
Figure 2;

" Figure 4 is a sectional view like Figure 3 but taken sub-
stantially on the plane of the line 4—4 of Figure 1, and

Figure 5 is a small scale, diagrammmatic perspective
view like Figure 2 but showing an alternative way of
wearing the device,

Referring specifically to the drawing wherein like refer-

_ invention may be applied.

10

15

20

25

30

35

66

a0

65

70

2

ence characters designate like parts in all views, 10 desig-
nates generally any suitable head covering to which the
In the embodiment illus-
trated, the head covering 10 comprises a cap which in-
cludes a crown portion which may comprise a crown
piece 11, a side wall portion which may comprise the
cylmdncai wall 12 depending from the crown and a
visor 13. Also, the side wall 12 in this species has been
elasticized by two elastic inserts 14 to enable the cap
to fit a plurality of head sizes. As so far described, the
structure is conventional and forms no part of the in-
vention apart from any combmauon or sub-combination
hereinafter claimed.

The havelock according to the invention comprises an
upright substantially semi-cylindrical curtain, generally
designated by 15, and which may be constructed of any
suitablé flexible material. The curtain 15 has an upper

. edge 16 and a lower edge 17. Preferably, when crown

and wall portions 11 and 12 are separate elements, the
upper edge 16 is caught in the seam or row of stitching
18 by which the side wall 12 is connected to the crown
piece 11. Thus, the curtain 15 depends from the upper
edge of the side wall 12 and includes an upper panel
20 which overlies the same to provide a pocket 19 there-
between which is open at the front and bottom and which
extends around the sides and rear of such side wall. The
upper panel 20 has a pair of laterally spaced front edges
21 which define the front edges of the pocket 19. Pref-
erably the elasticizing inserts 14, if present, are sub-
stantially entirely concealed by the upper panel 20.

The lower edge of the upper panel 20 is defined by a
substantially horizontal crease 22 which is preferably lo-
cated slightly below and parallel to the lower edge 23 of
the side wall 12 of the head covering. Preferably, also,
the crease 22 is permanentized by being sewed together
in face-to-face relation by a line of stitching 24.. Below
the upper panel 26 a series of vertically spaced horizontal
creases 25 define any suitable number of panels as 26,
27 and 28. Preferably each crease 25 is made a perma-
nent crease by being sewed together by a line of stitches
30.. The creases 22 and 25 provide fold lines for folding
the havelock.

The curtain-providing depending panels 26, 27 and 28
each have two laterally spaced front edges as 31, 31 for

" the panel 26; 32, 32 for the panel 27: and 33, 33 for the
‘lowermost panel 28.

In the form of inyention illustrated,
the front edges of the curtain portion of the havelock
are formed to provide points 34 which may be readily
detachably connected together by an suitable separable
fastener such as the button 35. The points 34 are best
formed in the front edges 32 of the sccond lowest panel
27 so that the front edges 33 of the lowermost ¢r bottom
panel 28 are rearwardly and downwardly beveled.. This
permits the height of the curtain to be varied by foldmg
the bottom panel 28 on its crease 25 upwardly and in-
wardly to underlie the superjacent panel 27, as sug-
gested in broken lines in Figure 2. The panel 28 will re-
main in this position because it is slightly more than a
sémiscylinder and because-the crease 25 faces radially in-
wardly so as to resist unfolding. That is to say, the
groove portion of the crease is on the inner surface of the
havelock while the rib portion thereof is on the outer
surface of the same. Thus, the groove portion of the
crease faces the axis of the havelock or faces radially
inwardly thereof.

It should be noted in this connection that all of the
creases 25 and the crease 22 face radially inwardly so
that the havelock is roll-folded upwardly from the bot-
tom to the folded or stored position of Figures 1 and 4.
It should be noted also, that such roli-folding is facili-
tated by making the panels 20, 26, 27 and 28 successively
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narrower. Thus, the havelock is stored in the pocket 19
from the unfolded position of Figures 2 and 3 by first
folding the lowermost panel 28 inwardly and upwardly
to the broken line position of Figure 2, then the panels
27 and 28 are folded inwardly and upwardly to underlie
pancl 26. Finally, the panels 26, 27, 28 are folded in-

wardly and upwardly on the crease 22 into the pocket 19~

where the panels form a conceniric stack. The points
34 of the front edges 33 of the panel 27 overlap in front
of the side wall 12 and when connected by the separable
fastener 35 serve to secure the stack of panels in the
pocket 19.

To unfold the stacked panels, it is only necessary to
undo the fastemer 35 and unroll the stack. Thereafter,
the fastener 35 can be resecured to limit displacement of
the havelock by winds or blasts. When it is unnecessary
or undesirable to secure the points 34 together in front
of the wearcr as shown in Figure 2, the connected peints
and associated side porticns of the panels 26, 27 and 28
may be folded rearwardly unto the rear portions as sug-
gested in Figure 5 so that the entire curtain portion of
the havelock is disposed rearwardly of the shoulders of
the wearer. This last is a cooler arrangement and would
generally be used when protection from the sun only is
wanted. The lower panel 28 may be folded or unfolded
as desired but is preferably folded when this last arrange-
ment is used.

It is apparent from the foregoing that the invention pro-
vides not only a novel and improved havelock but by
draping it from an upper portion of the head covering a
novel pocket for storing the folded havelock is provided.
This arrangement not only prevents loss of the device but
provides a havelock which can be quickly moved from
the stored or folded position to the unfolded opera-
tive position without even removing the head cover-
ing from the head. This spsed of operation is of the
essence when the device is desired as a shield from
thermal radiations or gases.

Moreover, while there has been shown and described
what is now thought to be a preferred embodiment of
the invention, it should be understood that the same is
susceptible of other forms and expressions. Conse-
quently, the invention is not to be comsidered as being
limited to the precise structure shown and described
hereinabove except as hereinafter claimed,

‘We claim:

1. In a cap having a substantially cylindrical side wall
portion and a crown portion; the improvement com-
prising a havelock for said cap, said havelock having an
upper edge secured to side and rear portions of said side
wall portion in the region of said crowa portion, said
havelock being formed with a plurality of parallel hori-
zontal creases providing fold lines, said creases defining
a series of horizontal panels, there being a top panel
overlying side and rear portions of said side wall por-
tion and a plurality of depending panels, each depending
panel having a height not greater than the height of said
top panel, said depending panels when folded on said
creases to a folded position providing a concentric series
of pancls between said top panel and at least the rear
and sides of said side wall portion of said cap, and means
for readily releasably securing all of said panels in said
folded position.

20

25

30

35

40

45

60

4

2. In a cap having a substantially cylindrical side wall
portion and a crown portion; the improvement comprising
a havclock for said cap, said havelock comprising a sub-
stantially semi-cylindrical curtain having an upper edge
secured to side and rear portions of said side wall por-
tion in the regicn of said crown portion, said curtain be-
ing formed with a plurality of vertically spaced parallel
creases defining a plarality of depending panels, each
crease being made permanent by a line of stitching
connecting adjacent panels together in face-to-face rela-
tion close to each crease, there being a top panel over-
lying side and rear portions of said side wall portion and
a plurality of depending panels, each depending panel
having a height not greater than the height of said top
panel, said depending panels when folded on said creases
to a folded position providing a concentric series of
panels between said top panel and at least the rear and
sides of said side wall portion of said cap, and means
for readily releasably securing all of said panels in said
folded position.

3. 1n a head covering having side and crown portions;
the improvement comprising a havelock having an upper
edge, means securing said upper edge to said head
covering between said crown and side portions, said have-
lock comprising an upper panel coextensive in height
with said side portion of said head covering but having
laterally spaced front edges so as to provide a pocket
open at the bottom and also open at the front on opposite
sides of said head covering, a series of parallel curtain-
providing panels secured to said upper panel and nor-
mally depending therefrom below said side portion of
said head covering, said series of panels being foldable
upon themselves and said upper panel into said pocket to
a retracted position, and means for readily releasably
retaining said cntirc scrics of panels in said retracted
position.

4. In a head covering having side and crown positions;
the improvement comprising a havelock having an upper
edge, a scam connecting said upper edge of said have-
lock and said side portion and said crown portion to-
gether, said havelock overlying said side portion and ex-
tending below the same, a vertical seriss of inwardly
facing permanent horizontal creases formed in said have-
lock and dividing the same into a plurality of horizontal
panels, and said creases being spaced progressively closer
together from said upper edge downwardly whereby each
panel is narrower than the one next above it.

5. A havelock according to claim 4, and a horizontal
line of stitching connecting each crease together.
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METHOD OF SECURING COAT LININGS AND
THE LIEE TO COATS

Ralph W. Persico, Philadelphia, Pa.
Application May 17, 1950, Serial No, 162,671
{CL 2—87)

{Granted under Title 35, U. 8. Code (1852),
see. 266)

1 Claim,

1

The invention described herein, if patented,
may be manufactured and used by or for the
Government for governmental purposes, without
the payment to me of any royalty thereon.

This invention relates to the fabrication of
coats and has for its primary object to modify
the armhole structure of a coat, and particulariy
those provided with raised seams, so as to fa-
cilitate or speedi-un the process of attaching such
accessories as the lining, canvas and padding
the proper porticns of the body of a coat.

In the joining of a sleave to the hody of a coat,
and particularly when raised secams are used for
that purpose, it is customary to attach the lin-
ing, padding, ete. by hand sewing because of the
difficulty of using a sewing machine for that pur-
pose. Such procedure is not only time consim=
ing, but also frequentiy causes a distortion of the
sleeve, as well as loss of fullness In the contiguous
parts of the garment. Moreover, hand-sewing is
mueh wesker than machine-sewing, and conse-
quently a garment so stitched frequently fails at
the armhele area.

It is an object of the present invention there-
fore to incorporate in the armhole scam of the
coat & plece of tape, preferably of bias cut ma-
terial, of sufficient width to permit the machine
stitching thereto of the adjacent parts of the
padding, lining, eic.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will ke apparent from the following deseripiion
when taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings in which,

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a
coat In which the present invention is incor-
porated, and with parts of the coat fzbric cut
away and most of the lining and stiffcning
omitted for clearness of illustration.

Figures 2, 2 and 4 are fragmentary perspective
views illustrating one way in which the coat ma-
terial, sleeve material, and the armhole tape may
be secured together.

The body of the coat iz designated generally
by the numeral { and the sleeve by the numeral 2.
The eoat may be provided with padding material
3, a lining 4, and other such accessories as may
be desired.

In Figures 2, 3 and 4 the exterior coat material
is indicated by the numeral § and the exterior
sleeve material by the numeral €, and the two
elements are joined by a line of machine stitch-
ing 1. The next step in the process, insofar as
the present embodiment is concerned consists of
applying a line of machine stitching 8 fo connect
a narrow fabric strip 8 of bias cut material to the
coat and sleeve material & and 6; and this strip
or tape 9 completely encircles the armhole of the
coat, In forming a raised seam at the juncture
of the coat body and sleeve, the coat material §
ig turned back as indicated in Figure 4 and a line
of machine stitching 10 is then passed through
the twrned hack portion § of the hody of the coat,
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the sleeve portion & and the fabrie strip 8. This
manner of uniting the strip 9 to the coat is em-
bodied in the structure shown in Figure 1 and
the same reference numerals are applied to those
elements of the coat in that figure.

By thus incorporating & narrow fabric strip
in the seam connecting the coat and sleeve, it
will he apparent that a means is provided by
which such accessories as the lining, padding,
ete., may be readily united with the coat by ma-
chine stitching such as indicated by the numeral
{1 in Figure 1.

By reason of the incorporation of a narrow
strip of fabric about the armhole of the coaf, it
is not only passible to eliminate the time consum-
ing procezs of hand stitching the lining and asso-
ciated materials to the armhole seam, hut also a
more durable structure is provided. Moreover, by
reasonn of the fact that the lining is machine
stitched to the coat the possibility of distortion
of the coal and loss of fullness about the arm-
hela is eliminated.

It will be understood, ef course, that while the
present illustration of the invention discloses
three separate and distinet lines of machine
stitching used successively, the invention is not
so limited, inasmuch as the essential feature is
the incorporation of the strip or tape 9 at the
juncture of the sleeve and body of a coat provided
with s raised seam at that point, regardless of
the particular steps used in uniting the several
elements.

From the foregoing description and the at-
tached drawings it will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that I have devised a simple yet
reliable construction of coat sleeve construction
which not only provides for the fabrication of a
more sturdy coat but also facilitates and ex-
pedites its fabrication due to the fact that the
lining, padding, ete. may be machine stitched into
position, thereby eliminating the time-consuming
hand stitching now in general use for that pur-
pOse.

I claim:

The proeess of securing coat linings, padding
or the likke to a coat, which comprises uniting the
coat material and sleeve material by a line of
machine stitching abouf the armhole of a coat,
machine stitching a narrow strip of fabric ad-
Jjacent one of its edges directly to the seam thus
formed, folding back the coat material and ma-
chine stitching it to the sleeve material to pro-
vide 2 raised seam, and machine stitching a coat
lining or the like to the free edge of the strip.

RALPH W. PERSICO.
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both sides of the front and back elements as indicated by
the numeral 23.
From the foregoing description taken in conmection

with the accompanying drawings, it will be apparent to

those skilled in the art that I have devised an exceed-
ingly simple and ineapensive construction of armored vest
which greatly enhances its value due to the fact that while
the panels themselves are quite stiff due to the many lay-
ers of materizl the garment has been rendered comsider-
ably more adaptable to movements of the wearer than
heretofore, due to the novel arrangement by which rela-
tive movement between the panels is permitted.

In accordance with the patent statutes we have de-
scribed what we now believe to be the preferred form of
comstruction, but since minor changgs may be made in
structural details without departing from the spirit of
the invention it is intended that all such changes be in-
cluded within the scope of the appended claim.

We claim:

An armored vest comprising a back and front sec-
tions, the front sections being secured to the back section
and overlapping each other a substantial distance with

iy

4
their respective free edges extending beyond the center
line of the front of the vest, said front sections formed
of laminated material sufficiently thick and stiff to nor-
mally lie in overlapped relationship, a vertically-extending
flap of relatively thin material secured to the inner face
of one front section at a distance from the free edge there-
of greater than the width of the flap and of a length

. substantially the same as the length of the section, fastener

10

13

20

means mounted on and extending throughout the free
edge of the flap, and complementary fastening means se-
cured to the outer face of the other front section, whereby
a transverse sliding movement between the two scctions
is permitted.

References Cited in the file of this patent
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QUICK-APPLYING CAPE AND HOOD

Ralph W. Persico and Dominic Pompa, Philadelphia, Pa.,
assignors to the Upited States of America as represented
by the Secretary of the Army

Application March 25, 1954, Serial No. 418,796
2 Claims. (CL 2—88)
- (Granted wmder Tifle 35, U. 8. Code (1952), sec, 266)

The invention described herein, if patented, may be
manufactured and used by or for the Government for
governmental purposes, wﬂhuut the payment to us of any
royality thereon.

This invention relates to combined capes and hoods
and particularly to capes and hoods lined with thermal
insulating material, such as glass wool, and coated with
aluminum or other radiation-reflecting material, and hav-
ing an outer fabric which may be rendered flame resistant
by any of the well-known standard processes.

A primary object of the present invention resides in
folding and rolling a combined cape and hood so that it
will occupy a relatively small space and can be readily
supported across the back or shoulders of a soldier or
other prospective wearer.

Another object of the invention resides in folding and
rolling the cape portion inside-out so that when released
for use it can automatically fall into position over the
body of the wearer with the inner side next to wearer's
body.

A still further object of the invention consists in securing
the package in rolled condition by means of a strap and
snap fastener and supporting the same across the wearer's
shoulders so that the cape may be quickly released and
fall into position by reaching backward over one shoulder
or the other and applying a pulling force to the strap to
release the snap fastener.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the following description when taken in

. connection with the accompanying drawings, in which,

Figure 1 is a side elevation showing the improved com-
bination cape and hood package in position for use, with
the release tab about to be pulled;

Figure 2 is a similar view of the released package
showing the cape in operative position but with the hood
suspended from the upper end thereof at the back of the
wearer's neck;

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2 but showing the
hood in position on the wearer's head;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the novel cape and
hood package in relation to the cartridge belt to which it
is attached for support on the wearer’s shoulders;

Figure 5 is a plan view of the partly formed package
prior to rolling into final position;

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken on line §—6 of
Figure 5;

Figure 7 is a plan view of the cape and hood in open
position;

Figure 8 is a fragmentary plan view of the body of the
cape, and

Figure 9 is a section taken on ]me 9—9 of Figure 8.

The cape and hood of the present invention are indi-
cated by the numerals 1 and 2 respectively, the back
portion of the hood being conmnected to the upper edge
of the cape by a line of stitching 3. In the present illus-
tration both the cape and the hood are shown as formed
of inner and outer plies 4-and 5 respectively and an in-
termediate layer 6. The outer fabric layer 5 may be

2

known processes, and thg mner Iayer 4 is preferably
treated to rcndcr it water resistant. The intermediate
layer 6 of the cape and hood is preferably formed of a
thermal m.sulanng material such as glass wool, or the

~ outer face of the outer fabric 5 may be provided with
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aluminum or cther radiation mﬂccnng metallic coating
if desired. The article as thus constructed may be quilted
as indicated by the numeral 7 so as to maintain the several
pELTt$ in thcm.r proper ‘operative positions, Itis to be undes-
stood, howe!fer, that the present invention is concerned
chiefly with the packagmg of a cape and hood so that
it may be convemently suppﬂrted on the wearer’s shuu]dcrs
and qmckly released to p]ace the elements in their oper-
ative pgsitions, rather than in the spec:ﬁc structural fea-
tures of the ¢cape and ] hood

In the prellmma.ry stages of Ionnmg the package the
cape and hood are spread out in open position as indi-
cated in Figure 7 and a plurality of longitudinal folds
8 are fo;med on each side of the center ling ¥ (Figure 6)
of the hood and cape preliminary to the final rolling of
these items into the completed package. This intermediate
or partly formed package is clearly illustrated in the plan
view of Figure 5, and as clearly indicated in that view
the two stacks of folds are sector shaped with their tapered
ends at the upper or neck end of the partly formed
package.

The rolling operation is begun at the lower end of the
cape and rolled up to cylindrical shape as shown at 1%
in Figure 4 with the hood 2 overlapping the outer con-
volution of the roll. It should be here peinted out that
the folding of the cape is done with inner layer 4 on the
outside so that the cape is actually wrong side-out when
rolled up into the cylindrical form 10, but the hoed 2
is not so inverted. In order to retain the cape and hood
in packaged form until ready for use, a strap 11 is pro-
vided and has an end portion attached to the upper end
of the cape on the inner side thereof as indicated by the
numeral 12, An extension 13 on the strap is provided with
one element 14 of a snap fastener while complementary
elements of a smap fastener are serially arranged on the
free end of the strap and indicated by the numeral 15.
A finger grip portion 16 extends from the portion 13, and
as indicated in Figures 1 and 4 is directly behind the neck
of the wearer when the package is in position for use, so
that it may be readily grasped by merely placing the
hand behind the head as indicated in Figure 1.

To support the completed package in position the neck
portion of the cape is provided with a pair of straps 17
which are adapted to extend forwardly over the shoulders
of the wearer and downwardly towards a cartridge belt
or the like 18. The cartridge beit may be provided with
a pair of upwardly extending tabs 19 provided with one
of the elements 20 of a snap fastenmer which cooperates
with complementary snap fastener elements 21 on the
free ends of the straps 17. These straps may of course be
provided with any type of adjustment 22 for adapting
the attachment to persens of various sizes.

While this quick-applying cape and hood package may
have various uses, it is intended primarily for military
use and quickly applied protection against thermal radia-
tion, radiations from atomic bombs and against napalm.

“As heretofore stated the package 18, that is the cape por-

tion thereof, is folded and rolled up inside-out so that
by merely pulling on the tab 16 so as to release the strap
11 from its encircling engagement with the roll 10 the
cape is allowed to unroll and unfold downwardly so as to
envelop the body of the wearer as clearly indicated in
Figures 2 and 3, and the hood 2 may be pulled up over the
wearer’s head if and when desired. It is thus seen that
the wearer may be quickly enveloped in this protective
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clothing by a mere pull of the operator’s hand on the
tab 16.

Tn accordance with the patent statutes, we have de-
scribed what we now consider to be the preferred form of
the invention, but inasmuch as varicus minor changes
may bes made in structural details without depariing from
the spirit of the invention, it is intended that all such
changes be included within the scope of the appended
claims.

We claim:

1. In combination, a combined cape and hood, said
cape being folded inside-out into a plurality of longi-
tudinal folds and rolled up inside-out and overlapped
by the hood, a strap encircling the package thus formed,
snap fastener means on the strap for releasably securing
the strap in position about the package, means for sup-
porting the package across the shoulders of the wearer,
and a forwardly-extending tab on the free end of the
package-encircling strap providing a finger grip, whereby
the cape may be released by a forward pull on the strap
so as to unfold by gravity into operative position as a
covering for the wearer’s body.

2. In combination a combined cape and hood, said
cape being folded inside-out into a plurality of longi-
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tudinal folds and rolled up inside-out and overlapped
by the hood, 2 strap encircling the package thus formed,
snap fastener means on the strap for releasably securing
the strap in position about the package, a pair of straps
connected to the shoulder portion of the cape in spaced
relation and adapted to extend ferwardly across the shoul-
ders of the wearer, a belt for encircling the waist of the
wearer, complementary snap fasteners on the free ends of
said pair of straps and on said belt for releasably support-
ing the package across the shoulders of the wearer, and
a forwardly-extending tab on the free end of the package-
encircling strap providing a finger grip, whereby the cape
may be released by a forward pull on the strap so as to
unfeld by gravity into operative position as a covering
for the wearer’s body.
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Ralph W. Persico

PHILADELPHIA — Services for
Ralph W. “Bill”* Persico, 71, re-
tired executive of H. Freeman &
Son, will take place Thursday in
the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 8815 Cathedral Road,
Andora, Pa.

Persico died Sunday night fol-
lowing a short illness.

He retired last year as executive
vice-president of the natural-
shoulder clothing firm after 30
years with the company. During
that time, he also headed the com-
pany’s design and quality control
department. Persico was often re-
ferred to as the ““Tailor of the
Presidents,” particularly Richard
M. Nixon and Dwight D.
Eisenhower. He was a long-time,
active member of the Internation-

al Association of Clothing De-
signers and the local chapter of

the IACD.

During World War 2 and up
until 1968, Persico worked with
the U.S. Department of Defense
in developing military uniforms.

Persico is survived by his wife,
Teresa; two daughters; a son; and

seven grandchildren.

A family spokesman said con-
tnbutions may be made to the

American Cancer Society.

Bill Persico Dies;
Clothing Designer

Ralph “Bill" Persico, hus-
band of Theresa B. Sokplow-
ski Persico, of Andorra, died
Jan. 17 at Pennsylvania Hos-
pital. He was 71.

Mr. Persico was a promi-
nent clothing designer and
executive. Among his clients
were former ident Rich-
ard M. Nixon and Mayor
Frank Rizzo.

For more than 30 years,
Mr. Persico was associated
with the H. Freeman & Co.,
men's clothing manufac-

| turers. In 1971 he was named

vice president for design and
subsequently headed the
operations and manufactur-
ing sector of the company,
Mr. Persicos career
blossomed War
Two whén he. &8‘3
the Bronze Star for his work,
in the design and research of

armored jacket, 7

Mr. Persico was member of
the Philadelphia chapter of

the International Assn. of

Glothm_gﬂesxgners,semng |
as president for several years. -
He also taught at the Phila- -

delphia College of Textiles
Science.,
During the 1950s, Mr. Per-

sico was a spectator at atomic *,

testing at Yucca Flats.
Surviving besides his wife
are two

daughters, Mary

Ellen C. Gabriele and Patricia

Middlemiss; a son, Richard
L. Persico; three brothers,
Alfonso G. George 'W. and
James J. Persico; two sisters,
Eleanor H. Muratore and
Rose P. Petrella, and seven
grandchildren.

wasoelelrated.lan.ﬁﬂatlm—
maculate Heart of Mary
Church. Burial was in Holy
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ACTION FRONT ARMORED VEST

Ralph W. Persico and Louis Cugini, Philadelphia, Pa.,
assignors fo the United States of America as represented
by the Secretary of the Army

- Application April 13, 1953, Serial No. 348,601
1 Claim. (Cl. 2—2.5)
(Grantéd under Title 35, U. S. Code (1952), sec, 266)

The invention described herein, ifpatented, may be
manufactured and used by or for the Governmient for
governmental purposes, without fhe payment to us of any
royalty thereon.

This invention relates to vests and coats generally, but
is especially intended for use in armored vests of the type
disclosed in the pending application of Russell W. Ehlers,
Ser. No. 291,366, filed on June 2, 1952, now Patent No.
2,640,987 granted June 9, 1953,

In parments of this type the body of the garment is
relatively thick and/or stiff so that the wearer is consider-
ably restricted in the movement of his arms, as for in-
stance in the handling of a rifle or the like. It is an object
of this invention therefore to so design and construct the
garment that certain of the parts are readily movable with
respect to each other so that the wearer’s arms are rela-
tively free and may be used in a morc or less normal
manner.

Another object of the invention consists in the forma-
tion of an armored garment in which a vertical flap has
one edge secured to the front of the garment at one side
of the center opering and is provided with fastening means
alorig its free edge for cooperation with complementary
fastening means situated on the garment on the opposite
side of the center opening, whereby the front portions of
the garment may slide one upon the other in response to
movements of the wearer’s arms.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the following description when taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings, in which,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the improved garment
in open position;

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the armored
vest in closed position;

Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken on the
line 3—3 of Figure 2 and looking in the direction of the
ATTOwWS, i

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 2 but showing the
front panels and their connecting flaps in relative posi-
tions which they are caused to take when the arms of
the wearer are brought toward each other;

Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken on the line
5—5 of Figure 4; .

Figure 6 is an enlarged detail of the flap and the zipper-
type fastener used for securing the garment in closed
position;

Figure 7 is a plan view of a partly formed blank which
is employed in forming the garment shown in the several
figures, and,

Figure 8 is an enlarged sectional view taken on the line
8—8 of Figure 7.

The partly formed blank, which is generally indicated
by the numeral 1, is composed of a back section 2 and
a front section 3 provided with front panels 4 and a
neck opening 5.

Each of the sections 2 and 3 is formed of a plurality
of layers of flexible material of the general type defined
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in the Ehlers application heretofore referred to, and since
this structure forms no part of the present invention it
need not be described in further detail.

As will be obvious the armored vest illustrated in the
present disclosure is formed by folding down the front
panel portions 4—4 and securing their edges to the back
2 along the seams 6, as shown in Figure 4, and these
panels may be provided with pockets 7 if desired. Adja-
cent their free edges the front panels 4 are provided with
vertical lines of stitching 8 which provide the free edge
portions 9 scamed at their edges by lines of stitching as
indicated by numeral 10,

In order to secure the front panels 4 in closed position
a zipper 11 is employed although it will be understood
that other types of fastening means could be used. How-
ever, if the fastening means were secured directly to the
adjoining edges of the relatively stiff panels 4, which pro-
vide the front opening of the garment, it will be obvious
that the wearer would have little use of his arms particu-
larly in attempting to bring them toward each other as
would be necessary in grasping a rifle or other implement.
To obviate this drawback to a garment of this type a
vertical flap 12 has been incorporated in the garment.
This flap is relatively thin and flexible being shown as
formed of two layers of material united adjacent their
edges, and one edge of this flap is secured to the front
face of a front panel 4 at a distance from its free cdge
as indicated by the numeral 33. The free edge of the
flap 12 has secured thereto by lines of stitching 14 a
runner 15 which carries a series of scoops 16.

Secured to the rear face of the other front panel 4 is
a runner 17 having a series of scoops 18 mounted on its
free edge for cooperation with the scoops 16. In normal
positions of the parts, as shown in Figures 2 and 3, the
panels 4 are slightly overlapped as clearly indicated in
Figure 3, it being only necessary to swing the [ront ele-
ment 9 slightly to one side for the purpose of operating
the slide 19 (Figure 2) which cooperates with the scoops
16—18.

This feature of placing one series of fastening means
on the free edge of the vertical flap 12, which has sub-
stantial width, permits relative lateral movement of the
panels 4—4 when the wearer moves his arms. This rela-
tive movement bctween these parts of the garment is
clearly indicated by comparing elevational views of Fig-
ures 2 and 4 and sectional views in Figures 3 and 3. In
Figures 2 and 3 the garment is shown in its normal posi-
tion with the front of the garment closed; while in Figures
4 and 5 the front of the garment is still closed but the
two sections 4—4 have moved relative to each other so
as to be very substantially overlapped. This movement
of the two sections has been caused by the wearer bring-
ing his arms closer together across his chest which move-
ment has been permitted by reason of the flexible flap
12 reversing its position.

The back section 2 of the garment if formed of cne
single piece of heavily laminated fabric would be ex-
tremely cumbersome. For instance, if the wearer of such
a garment were to lie prone on the ground there would

. be a tendency for the upper edge of the back of the gar-
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ment to be forced against the base of the wearer's head
with the attendant possibility of knocking off his helmet
or other headgear which might be worn at the time. In
order to overcome this and other such difficulties the pres-
ent garment is provided with the transversely extending
flexible joint 26. This joint is clearly disclosed in Figure
8 in which the back 2 is shown as formed of upper and
lower sections arranged in overlapping condition as indi-
cated by numeral 21, and this sliding joint arrangement
is inclosed with the fabric sheets 22 which are stitched to



